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NOTICE OF MOTION
Working Together - Establishing a City of Toronto - Toronto School
Boards Working Group

Moved by:

Councillor Josh Matlow

__________________

Seconded by:

Councillor Michael Thompson

__________________

SUMMARY:
The City of Toronto and its local school boards serve a common constituency. This motion seeks
to ensure that both levels of government work together to improve their service to Toronto
residents on issues of common interest.
At present, various City divisions work with the Toronto District School Board (TDSB), the
Toronto Catholic District School Board (TCDSB) and both French language boards on an ad hoc
basis at a staff level. Despite genuine efforts, this framework has led to a lack of coordination on
issues that concern our mutual constituents.
On issues including school pools to childcare to the status of neighbourhood school facilities,
libraries and fields, along with many others, our residents want the City and the School Boards to
break through our respective silos. In this period of scarce resources it is incumbent upon
representatives and staff from both bodies to work together to maximize public assets.
This motion would establish a task force that would provide an opportunity for Councillors and
Trustees to work seamlessly with school board staff and City staff from many divisions including
Parks, Recreation, and Forestry, City Planning, and Childcare to look at creating community hubs
and working together on matters of common interest to the City of Toronto, the TDSB and
TCDSB and, most important, Toronto residents and their families.
RECOMMENDATIONS:
Councillor Matlow, seconded by Councillor Thompson, recommends that:
1.

City Council invite the Toronto school boards to jointly establish a City-School Boards
Working Group for the balance of 2010-2014 term to coordinate matters of shared
interest between the City and the Boards to be composed of eight members as follows:
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a.

Four (4) Members of City Council with the initial Council Members to be
appointed for the balance of the current term ending on November 30, 2014.

b.

Two (2) Trustees appointed by the Toronto District School Board with the initial
Trustees to be appointed for the balance of the current term ending on November
30, 2014.

c.

One (1) Trustee appointed by the Toronto Catholic District School Board with the
initial Trustee to be appointed for the balance of the current term ending on
November 30, 2014.

d.

One (1) Trustee from the Conseil scolaire de district catholique Centre-Sud or the
Conseil Scolaire de district du Centre Sud-Ouest, to be appointed by the
respective boards on an alternating basis for one-year terms, the first appointment
to be made by the Conseil Scolaire de district du Centre Sud-Ouest .

2.

City Council propose the mandate of the Working Group be as follows:
a.
To coordinate and share information between the elected representatives of the
City and School Boards on matters of mutual interest and concern.
b.
To consider reports from City and/or school board officials on matters of mutual
interest or concern.
c.
To make recommendations to City Council through the appropriate standing
committee and the school boards, under the prevailing procedure by-laws of the
respective body, as appropriate.

3.

City Council invite the School Boards to make appointments to the Working Group.

4.

City Council authorize the City Clerk to canvass Members of City Council for their
interest in appointment to the Working Group and report to the Striking Committee for
recommendations to City Council.

5.

City Council request the City Manager to:
a.
b.

6.

Work with the Directors of the School Boards to establish a working group of
City and Board officials to support the work of the Working Group.
Ensure that the appropriate staff resources are made available to support Council
Members of the Working Group.

Subject to the concurrence of the School Boards, City Council request the City Clerk to
provide support to the meetings of the Working Group in keeping with the open meeting
provisions of the City of Toronto Act and the Education Act.
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